
  

   

MINUTES OF THE   

FISCAL and ENVIRONMENTAL  
SELECT COMMITTEE  

Wednesday, January 20, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.  
Pike House, 1589 Millstream Road  

   

 Present:                              Kenn Faris, Chair  
        Warren Lee, Vice-Chair  

       Karen Burns  

        Patricia Cummins  

        Bob McMinn  

        Aniko Varga (Recording Secretary) 
        Vicky Husband  
        Elaine Limbrick  
 

Regrets:       Greg Nuk 

   
Staff:                                    Chris Coates, CAO 
Council liaison:                  Marcie McLean  

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  

  1.     APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

   
MOVED BY:              WARREN LEE  
SECONDED:              ELAINE LIMBRICK  

   
              THAT the agenda be approved including the new items:  item 6.d)  Preparation of the 
 2010 Financial Plan Flyer and 6.e) Ross-Durrance Road Property Access situation. 
                                           CARRIED  
 

2.    APPOINTMENTS  
 

a)  Appointment of Chair  
 

MOVED BY:              ELAINE LIMBRICK   
SECONDED:              WARREN LEE  

   
 THAT Kenn Faris be re-appointed as Chair  
                                           CARRIED  

b) Appointment of Vice Chair  
 
MOVED BY:              KAREN BURNS  
SECONDED:              ELAINE LIMBRICK  

              THAT Warren Lee be re-appointed as Vice Chair.                                          
  CARRIED 
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c)  Appointment of Recording Secretary 

 

ACTION:  The committee will continue to rotate the responsibility of Recording Secretary at 
each meeting.  
 
3. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES  

   
 a)   Fiscal & Environmental Select Committee – September 2, 2009  
 
MOVED BY:              BOB MCMINN  
SECONDED:              WARREN LEE  

   
 THAT the minutes of the Fiscal and Environmental Select Committee dated September 
 2, 2009 be adopted as amended:  that the reference to the access road onto Ross-
 Durrance Road be changed to only reference the property address and not e property 
 owner’s name.  
              CARRIED  

 

4.     UPDATE FROM LIAISON/STAFF –  Chris Coates, CAO  

   
The Chief Administrative Officer advised of the following issues dealt with by Council since the 
Committee’s last meeting in September 2009: 
  
1.    Community Hall Task Force – Council has authorized staff to source a consultant leading to 

a public presentation seeking consultation expected in the new year.  

2. Heritage - Council starting a process to create a heritage program.  Initially discussed at the 
October, 13, 2010, Committee of the Whole and then again in December. Council has 
resolved to establish a Heritage Task Force with a view to establishing a heritage vision for 
Highlands and making recommendations on properties for placing on a Heritage Register  

 3.    Mid October, Council resolved to send a draft amended regional context statement to the 
CRD for acceptance.  This draft RCS reflects only the changes resulting from the arbitrated 
amendment to the RGS made in March of this year.  There are some consequential 
amendments (direct result of amended RGS) that will be also be circulated to outside 
agencies for consultation.  An OCP amendment is expected early to mid 2010 for this.   

 4.    Sustainability Task Force Report and 42 recommendations has been presented and  Council 
has referred the issue to staff to synthesize with the strategic plan and to send it to the 
select committees and APC. This will come back to council at the February Committee of 
the Whole meeting. Council has referred the report to the Select Committees and APC for 
information. If anyone would like a hard copy please let us know.  

 5.    Phase 2 of the Groundwater monitoring program is now complete and was presented at 
the January COW meeting – 11 wells have been chosen (some of which are municipal 
wells) for monitoring.  The first monitoring event occurred end of September.  2 of these 
wells have automatic data loggers that take very frequent data.  It is expected that some of  
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 the District wells will also be fitted with automatic data loggers.  Phase 3 will take place this 
year and will focus primarily on quality and quantity public education.  

 6.    Council approved a new sign notification policy that provides for the posting of notice on 
all properties that are subject to  rezoning and subdivision applications to improve public 
awareness of land use applications.  

 7.    Received the retirement notice from Barry Ford effective December 31, 2009. Made Acting 
appointments for Chief and Deputy Guy Brisebois and Dean Ford respectively.  

 8.    Received a report from consultant Doug MacAulay on the Fire Department. The 
recommendations in the report have been referred to staff for further commentary.  

 9.    Received a request from Ron King for sewer service via Langford for the Rivers Crossing 
property on Bear Mountain Parkway and authorized staff to have discussions with 
Langford about the possibility of an inter municipal service agreement.  

 10.  The District has hired Jon Munn to replace Laura Beckett during her maternity leave. On 
has a wealth of planning experience and is transitioning into the position at this time.  

 11.  Councillor Ken Williams has been appointed as the alternate Council liaison to FESC.  

 12.  Council supported and the CRD Board subsequently approved re-establishing the Park 
Acquisition Fund. The average cost of $10 per household will increase $2.00 per year over 
the next five years.  

 13.  The CRD Board has approved a new cost sharing formula for the Millstream Meadows 
remediation. The New formula changes form the Septage based method to one which is 
based 5)% on tipping fees from the landfill, 25% on the Septage formula and 25% on a per 
capita contribution. The impact on Highlands is a reduction in contribution from $8500 per 
year to 3200. The term for the broowing has been extended form 5 to 15 years.  

 Also, the Chair asked for an update on the Review of the Soil Deposition and Removal 
Regulations. Chris remarked this topic remains on Council’s priority list.  
 
 
UPDATE FROM COUNCIL LIAISON - Marcie McLean:  
   
Councilor McLean noted that Councilor Williams is the Alternate Council Liason.  Also, when 
specific names or property owners are referred to in these minutes, the property number 
should be cited, not the names of the property owner(s).  
   
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
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6.  NEW BUSINESS  

   a)  Council Referral - January 11, 2010 
  RE:  BC OCEAN AND COASTAL STRATEGY 
 
The Fiscal and Environmental Select Committee expressed various concerns about the BC 
OCEAN AND COASTAL STRATEGY as written. 
               
MOVED BY:              KAREN BURNS  
SECONDED:              PATRICIA CUMMINS  

That committee member Vicky Husband compile some research and prepare and submit 
comments to the Chair and committee members for review, prior to forwarding these to 
Council for the January 27 Council Meeting. 

 CARRIED  

**The comments are attached to the minutes dated January 27, 2010 

 b)  Council Referral - January 11, 2010  
 RE:  BC HYDRO RESPONSE TO 2009 RESOLUTIONS  

MOVED BY:              VICKY HUSBAND  
SECONDED:              ELAINE LIMBRICK  

 The Fiscal and Environmental Select Committee supports the resolution as written. 
  CARRIED  

 

 c)  Council Referral - January 11, 2010  
 RE:  COSMETIC USE OF PESTICIDES 

The Fiscal and Environmental Select Committee expressed support for the Government of 
British Columbia's commitment on "new statutory protections to further safeguard the 
environment from cosmetic chemical pesticides". 

MOVED BY:              VICKY HUSBAND  
SECONDED:              ELAINE LIMBRICK  

That Aniko Varga and Warren Lee prepare and submit comments arising from the 
'Cosmetic Use of Pesticides in British Columbia - Public Consultation Paper' to the Chair 
and members for review prior to forwarding them to Council for the January 27 Council 
Meeting. 
 CARRIED  
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 d)  Preparation of the 2010 Financial Plan Flyer 
 
MOVED BY:              ELAINE LIMBRICK  
SECONDED:              WARREN LEE 
 

That Bob McMinn prepare the first draft of the 2010 Financial Flyer on behalf of the 
committee for future review. 
 CARRIED  

 e) Ross-Durrance Road Property Access situation  

 

The Fiscal and Environmental Select Committee requested an update from Chris Coates on the 
Ross-Durrance Road property regarding the status of the environmental rehabilitation. 
      
The Chief Administrative Officer informed the committee that remediation has been 
completed.  Native plants and shrubs have been planted under guidance of an RPBio, hired at 
the property owner’s expense.  If the plantings fail or are vandalized, remediation must be 
completed as required. 
 
The Fiscal and Environmental Select Committee thanks Chris Coates on this follow-up 
information.  

7.      Adjournment  
 
MOVED BY: BOB MCMINN               
   
 That the meeting adjourned at 9:10  

                                                   CARRIED  

 
8.          NEXT MEETING:  February 3, 2010, 7:30pm.   
 
If you are unable to attend, please advice the Chair in order to ensure that the committee will 
have a quorum for the meeting.  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        __                                                                              
Kenn Faris, Chair                                                             Aniko Varga, Recording Secretary  



  

Fiscal and Environmental Committee (FESC) Report:  January 27, 2010 
By Vicky Husband, committee member 
 

BC’s Ocean and Coastal Strategy:  An Overview 
 

At the request of the Fiscal and Environment Committee, I offer the following brief critique of 
BC’s Ocean and Coastal Strategy. 
 

In the committee’s brief discussion of this major issue at our January 20 regular meeting, we 
agreed that the proposed Strategy needs to be turned on its head; that conservation of our 
ocean and our coast has to be the primary and overriding principle.  I have critically examined 
the draft Strategy document through the conservation lens on behalf of FESC, for our 
submission to Highlands Mayor and Council.  With the limited time available I have also made 
liberal use of the submission on this issue by Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) 
and World Wildlife Fund (WWF).  A copy of that submission is available at 
http://www.cpawsbc.org/node/265 . 
 

An Ocean and Coastal Strategy is long overdue, and we welcome the initiative by the BC 
government to examine these issues.  However, we feel that the priorities as proposed in the 
draft we were given to review are not in the right order. 
 

Principles 
 

1. The first and overriding principle must be the following: 
 BC must take strong action to protect and conserve our marine and coastal ecosystems.    
 

2. The second major principle must be to deal effectively with climate change, which 
threatens to change BC’s marine and coastal areas irrevocably. 

 

3. To be effective with any Ocean and Coastal Strategy, BC must work collaboratively with the 
federal government, particularly with Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Environment 
Canada, who together have a broad overriding legal mandate for the protection and 
conservation of our oceans and all marine life.  They must be part of the discussion, from 
the beginning, to ensure ongoing protection and conservation through collaborative 
management of the BC coast and ocean.   

 

4. Full and meaningful consultation with First Nations communities and all communities, and 
at the regional and local levels of government, is essential at every stage.   

 

5. The oceans and coastal zones are central to BC’s environmental well being, to our 
economic prosperity, and, fundamentally, to our way of life. 

 

6. Oceans and coastal zones are not biophysically separable from terrestrial ecosystems, and 
our future sustainability and adaption to climate change requires that we carefully manage 
and maintain essential land-sea biological processes. 

 

7.  In the context of the protection and conservation of our marine and coastal ecosystems, 
the issues of economic sustainability must be addressed.  We support better management 
of our fishery at the federal level, to ensure sustainable fisheries over the long term.  
Exploring opportunities for economic development, creating more jobs at the local level, 
and making smart investments in people, technology and innovation are all good goals.  
There are many opportunities for sustainable development, including ecosystem-based 

http://www.cpawsbc.org/node/265


  

management, which is being pioneered in forestry in the Great Bear Forest on the north 
and central coast. 

 

8. A network of Marine Protected Areas, National Wildlife Areas, and National Marine 
Conservation Areas are a vitally important tool to protect endangered species and 
ecosystems. However, it is only one tool: many ocean species move around so that the 
health of the whole marine and coastal area has to be conserved. 

 

9.  Local issues pertinent to the District of Highlands, include the following: 

 Bringing in provincial legislation to deal with derelict boats.  

 Ensuring that protective measures are in place to protect Saanich Inlet and its fossil 
water system that does not flush well and is subject to risks from pollution. 

 Any proposed large development next to Saanich Inlet must be carefully examined to 
ensure that the integrity of the Inlet is not compromised.  

 A Marine Protected Area has been proposed for Saanich Inlet; this would be an 
important tool in protecting the area and the coastline in our municipality.     

   
Threats to the BC Coast and Ocean Ecosystem 

 
Missing from the overview in the proposed Ocean and Coastal Strategy document are the 
present and future threats to BC’s oceans and coast.  These are issues that must be addressed 
in the context of the protection and conservation of BC’s marine and coastal ecosystems, our 
recommended overriding principle. 
 

1) Offshore oil and gas exploration and drilling for potential production. (The BC government 
supports this initiative, which is opposed by the majority of British Columbians.)   

2) Increased tanker traffic on the BC coast. (The BC government is promoting an oil pipeline 
from the Tar Sands to the port of Kitimat, which would increase the risk of oil spills from 
the vastly increased tanker traffic on our fragile coastline.) 

3)  Fish farms. (The impact on wild salmon and the ecosystem has been well documented 
and there is considerable public will to move to closed containment systems.) 

4) Climate change. (Changes in temperature and ocean productivity are affecting all life in 
the ocean, and we are seeing an increase in ocean levels and in frequency of extreme 
weather events. The growing impact on flow of our rivers due to climate fluctuations and 
glacier retreat is serious.) 

5) Independent power projects (IPP’s), particularly hydro and wind and in the future, tidal 
power. (Unless a full, transparent public process is put in place, with a framework to look 
at what the trade-offs are and if they are publicly acceptable and are truly “green,” this 
debate will continue.) 

6) Habitat destruction. (This includes impacts on the shoreline, estuarine areas, river areas 
from extractive industries such as forestry, mining, IPP development, and town and city 
development, roads, etc., and also pollution issues from many sources.) 

7) Lack of sustainability in the management of some ocean fisheries in BC.  (Some fisheries 
are showing steep declines; for example, Fraser River sockeye, many of the stocks are 
considered endangered, Strait of Georgia  rockfish are in precipitous decline. Also in 
serious decline are Strait of Georgia Chinook salmon and central and north coast chum 
salmon, to mention a few examples.) 

 
      
 


