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Millstream Salmon Need Your Help 
 

June 2nd, 2009 
  
Victoria – Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) is working with local residents to protect and 
restore the salmon-bearing Millstream Watershed.  From June to November 2009, HAT 
will promote salmon-friendly land care techniques through their award-winning Good 
Neighbours Project to local businesses and landowners living near Millstream 
waterways. 
 
Millstream Creek drains a rainwater catchment area from the Highlands to Esquimalt 
Harbour.  The drainage protects some of this region’s most endangered species and 
habitats, including Garry oak meadows, old growth Douglas fir forest, wetlands, creeks, 
and lakes.  HAT has partnered with the Capital Regional District, the Howard English 
(Goldstream) Hatchery, and other community volunteers to focus on long term salmon 
habitat protection. 

 
“Millstream is one of the few salmon streams in Greater Victoria, and the salmon are 
facing increasing threats from urban water runoff,” says Peter McCully, lead 
biotechnologist for the volunteer–run Howard English (Goldstream) Hatchery. 
“Residents can help protect Millstreamôs water 
quality by keeping oils, chemicals, fertilizers and 
sediments out of storm drains and ditches.” 
 

HAT will contact about 600 residents and businesses in 
Millstream neighbourhoods including: Highlands, 
Goldstream, Florence Lake, Thetis Heights, Mill Hill, 
and Langford.  HAT will invite contacts to become part 
of the Millstream Team through commitments to simple 
measures that support Millstream salmon. 
 
Most of Millstream Creek is bordered by private property; the land care practices of 
those landowners will largely determine the health of the Creek’s salmon.  HAT’s 
experienced outreach staff will deliver free information packages and provide 
confidential property consultations to interested landowners, including naturescaping 
prescriptions, composter trouble-shooting, and advice on soil improvement, pests, 
invasive species control, drainage, and erosion. Qualified residents will receive free 
native shrubs to improve aquatic buffer zones.  This fall HAT will provide opportunities 
for residents and volunteers to participate in a stream restoration project, streamside 
plantings, and creek clean ups. Cub Scouts will paint a yellow fish on storm drains for every 
coho salmon returning to Millstream this fall. 
 
Starting in June, HAT’s Speaker Series will feature local authorities on salmon, 
drinking water protection, Millstream history, pond and stream bank maintenance, 
birding, and naturescape gardening. These family events include kids’ games, fish 
painting, an interactive watershed model, nature walks, and free snacks. For parents 
there will be experts on controlling weeds, composting, pesticide alternatives, 
protecting streams, organic gardening for birds and butterflies, and more. 

 
What:  Millstream Good Neighbours Project 
Why: Neighbours protecting healthy streams for salmon 
When:  June to November, 2009. 
Where: Several locations along Millstream Creek  

HAT is currently soliciting proposals from community groups and volunteers interested 
in caring for Millstream Creek in 2009. For more information on HAT or this project, 
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including interviews, maps, and photos, contact Todd Carnahan 995-2428, 
hatmail@hat.bc.ca or visit www.hat.bc.ca. 
 

-30- 
 

Background 
 

Habitat Acquisition Trust 

Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) is a regional land trust established by the Victoria 
Natural History Society in 1996. HAT’s mission is to enhance the protection and stewardship of 
regionally-significant lands on southern Vancouver Island and the southern Gulf Islands. We do 
this through: 

¶ community projects promoting environmental education and stewardship; 

¶ conservation covenants and other legal mechanisms; and, 

¶ acquisition of ecologically-significant habitats. 

Habitat Acquisition Trust is committed to creating a conservation legacy for current and 
future generations. Since 2002, HAT’s award-winning Good Neighbours project has assisted 
hundreds of property owners to protect and enhance wildlife habitat on their land. To learn more 
about HAT and the Good Neighbours Stewardship Strategy, visit our website at www.hat.bc.ca. 

 
Good Neighbours Project 

There are many initiatives in the Capital Regional District (CRD) working to protect a rich 
diversity of habitats, but habitats that are “protected” are still vulnerable to many threats. These 
protected areas become "islands" in a sea of agriculture, development, or resource extraction. 
There is an unusually high percentage of privately-owned land in the CRD, and unrelenting 
development pressure; land stewardship is a vital and cost-effective method of protecting 
nature. 

Ecosystems rarely follow the boundaries of parks and protected areas; typically, park 
boundaries cut through ecosystems, and residential development occurs around the protected 
area. Private landowners can enhance habitat protection by creating or conserving habitat on 
their properties. The integrity of the entire ecosystem can be harmed by activity on neighbouring 
private land. Conversely, good land stewardship on privately-owned land adjacent to protected 
areas could enhance habitat protection. HAT works with property owners to provide them with 
information and practical advice to be "Good Neighbours" to these protected areas, enhancing 
wildlife habitats over time. 

Millstream Project 

This project will enhance and protect one of Greater Victoria’s most important watersheds, and 
develop better community understanding of the green infrastructure benefits provided by healthy 
natural ecosystems.  Habitat Acquisition Trust will use its proven landowner contact methods, 
public events, and focused plantings to increase community stewardship of Millstream Creek. 
Draining an area of 26 square kilometres, this rainfall catchment area (i.e. watershed) has a 
diversity of natural values.  Located within the District of Highlands, City of Langford, City of 
Colwood, and the Town of View Royal, the salmon-bearing Millstream Creek passes through 
several lakes and wetlands over 12.5 kilometres. 
 
Millstream Good Neighbours Project funders include: 
 
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund 
EcoAction, Environment Canada 
BC Direct Gaming Access Grant 
VanCity Credit Union Community Project Grant 
Royal Bank of Canada 
BC Transmission Corporation 
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation 
Capital Regional District 

mailto:hatmail@hat.bc.ca
http://www.hat.bc.ca/


Town of View Royal 
Unilever-Evergreen Aquatic Stewardship Grant 
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