
Shrinking our 
Carbon 

Footprint:
Greenhouse Gas OCP Amendment



What is required of Highlands?

Provincial Legislation 

Local Government Act 

s.877+ (Bill 27, 2008)

All local governments 

must have:

ÅOfficial Community 

Plan (OCP) policies 

actions and targets 

by May 31, 2010

Municipal Agreement

Climate Action Charter

signatories (176) must 

be:

ÅCarbon neutral by 2012 

(early/fiscal 2013)

ÅMonitor and report, 

baseline year (e.g., 

2007)



What are GHG Emissions?
The six main greenhouse gases are:

ÁCarbon dioxide (CO2)

ÁMethane (CH4)

ÁNitrous oxide (N20)

Industrial Gases:
ÁHydroflurocarbons (HFCs)

ÁPerfluorocarbons (PFCs)

ÁSulfur hexafluoride (SF6)

Source: Greenhouse Gas Protocol



Carbon Dioxide Equivalents

ÁBritish Columbiansô GHG emissions, 
amount to about 4.5 tonnes (4.5t 

Co2e) per person, per year (~30% of 

provincial emissions).

CO2e:



Fuels: Where to Reduce First?

CO2 Carbon Dioxide - up to 26% of 

greenhouse effect ïcommon

CH4 Methane - 20x more powerful   than 

CO2ïmuch less of it

N2O Nitrous Oxide - 310x more powerful 

than CO2 ïuncommon
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A Global Phenomenon


