
 
 

 
🏗🏗🌿🌿 District of Highlands – Development Permit Areas 
(DPAs) FAQ Sheet 
 
What Are Development Permit Areas? 
Under the Local Government Act, municipalities can designate 
Development Permit Areas (DPAs) in their Official Community Plan to 
protect sensitive land features. 
In the District of Highlands, DPAs help manage: 

• Steep slopes 
• Water and riparian areas 
• Sensitive vegetation and ecosystems 

 

Do I Need a Permit? 
If your property is within a DPA, you must obtain a Development Permit 
before: 

• Constructing a building 
• Adding to or altering an existing structure 
• Altering land and or removing vegetation/trees 
• Subdividing land 

🔍🔍 Learn more about DPAs and how they may affect your property here. 

 

Development Permit Questions? Contact: 
District of Highlands 
📍📍 1980 Millstream Road, Victoria, BC V9B 6H1 
📞📞 250-474-1773 
📧📧 info@highlands.ca 
 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/consol28/consol28/96323_00
https://www.highlands.ca/building-development-planning/planning/official-community-plan
https://www.highlands.ca/building-development-planning/development/development-permit-areas
https://www.highlands.ca/building-development-planning/development/development-permit-areas

